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The WEX Global agenda will focus on 3 key areas of transformation to build a better world: 

• Digital Transformation and Water Resource Management 

• Circular Economy, Resource Recovery, Energy Transition & Innovation 

• Building the Watersheds of the Future 
 
 
 

Opening Ceremony 
 

• Chairmans Opening Remarks:   

• Welcome Speech  

• Host's Response: Jaime Barba Sevillano, CEO, Idrica 

• Country Technology Short Address 

• Keynote Address: Smart Circular Solutions to Build a Better World   

 
Stream One – Digital Transformation and Water Resource Management 

 
1. Opening Plenary Session: Smart Circular Solutions to Build a Better World  

 
Moderator: Jaime Barba Sevillano, CEO, Idrica 

 
It is anticipated that by 2030 the growing gulf between global demand and the supply of 
fresh water will reach 40%.  It is likely that pressures created by growing urban populations, 



 

the climate change crisis and the transition to clean energy will create even further pressure 
on water resources. 
 
It will require significant investment in infrastructure and technology underpinned by the 
wider deployment of digital solutions to enable wholesale changes in the way in which water 
and energy is used in industry, agriculture and smart cities across the world 

 
Sponsored by:  
 

 
 

 
2. Creating Sustainable Digital Strategies to Drive Growth in the Water Sector 

 
Panel: Chema Nebot, Director of Business Development, Idrica, Enrique Cabrera Rochera, 
Professor of Fluid Mechanics, Universitat Politècnica de València (UPV), Senior Vice 
President, IWA 
 
What are the Challenges, opportunities and risks that determine on how water utilities can 
apply digital innovation to accelerate their growth. How important is it for companies to 
select technologies which ensure that they can continue to access, exploit and integrate 
their data using intelligent solutions and applications regardless of vendor 
 

• Creating sustainable digital strategies 

• Key factors in determining a digital strategy 

• Maximizing Digital Investment  

• Benchmarking a Successful Strategy 
               

3. Empowering Water Utilities with AI to Deliver Transformative Outcomes 
 
Moderator: Tom Freyberg, Founder & Managing Director, Atlantean Media 
Panel: Victoria Edwardes, CEO & Founder, FIDO Tech, Dragan Savic, Chief Executive 
Officer, KWR Water Research Institute, Rik Thijssen, Director of Business Development and 
Innovation, Vitens, Paula Pérez Sánchez, Digital Transformation Manager, Acciona 

 
Reducing water loss, improving performance and lowering costs, whilst ensuring water 

safety, affordability, and greater resilience requires digital solutions based on data-driven 

intelligence which reach across the entire water cycle and enables new approaches to water 

and wastewater management 

• How is AI and digital transformation taking service delivery to the next level? 

• What are the essential management inputs required for transformational 

outcomes? 

               Sponsored by:   

                



 

                

4. The Future of Intelligent Asset Management 

 

Panel: Mark Kaney, Managing Director – Water & Infrastructure, IPSUM, Oliver Grievson, 

Technical Lead, Z-Tech Control Systems, Chair IWA, Digital Water Programme, Pilar 

Conejos, Digital Twin Manager, Idrica 

 

Over the next few years, intelligent asset management is set to grow dramatically in the 

water industry. In a world that is increasingly concerned about environmental sustainability, 

the larger amounts of data available, provided by infrastructure sensors, will enable 

companies to progress towards more efficient resource management. 

 

• How do utilities overcome the technological complexity inherent in these projects? 

• How can facilities and processes be protected from cyber-attacks? 

 

5.   Implementing a Sustainable Water Management Plan for Large Urban Networks  
 
Panel: Mark Barnett, President and CEO, National Water Commission, Jamaica, Noam 
Komy, Chief Executive Office, MIYA water 

 
Future demands for water require a strong focus on effective water management, operation 
and a reduction of non-revenue water. How can cities improve sustainable water 
management and reduce non-revenue water. 
 

• Implementing a plan to control critical water loss 

• Role of AI in managing big urban water networks 

• Best practice in implanting innovative methodologies and strategies for reducing 
both the commercial and physical losses 

• Performance based contracting and innovative financial models 
            
             Sponsored by:  
              

              
 

Stream 2:  Circular Economy, Resource Recovery and Energy Transition 

 
6. The WEX Global Innovation Forum  

 
Panel: Frank Rogalla, Director of Innovation and Technology, FCC Aqualia (Moderator), 
Juan Manuel Revuelta Perez, CEO, Finnova Foundation, Helge Daebel Partner Emerald 
Technology Ventures 

 
An interactive forum featuring short presentations of 6 innovative technologies from invited 
companies. Each presentation will be followed by questions, analysis and debate involving 



 

both the audience and a panel of distinguished experts. The panel will ultimately decide 
upon the winner of the annual Innovation Forum Award at WEX Global to be presented at 
the Gala Dinner on the 28th March 2023. 
 
Sponsored By: 
 

 
 

7. Leaders Forum – Fighting Climate Change  
 

Panel: Adel H Hagekhalil, Chief Executive & General Manager at Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California, Dionisio García Comín, CEO (tbc), Global Omnium, Mohsen 
Mortada, CEO, 3iStrategies, Wayne Griffith, Chief Strategy and Performance Officer, EVP, 
DC Water 
 
Climate change and water scarcity are inextricably linked global megatrends requiring 
increasingly urgent global collaborative action to find solutions. What will be the role played 
by the water sector mitigating the effects of climate change? 
 

8. Energy Transition & Urban Water 
Moderator:  Walid Khoury, Managing Director, Desalytics 
Panel: Pavel Policar, Chairman, VaKHB & Czech Water, Czech Republic, Alexandra Serra, 
President, Aguas Do Tejo Atlantico, Pedro Povoa, Founder & CEO, Pwater, 
 
The water industry remains very energy intensive. Energy consumption is being driven by 
higher water quality standards and climate change is exacerbating the situation. In some 
cases, mitigation measures can impose an enhanced carbon burden due to the need to 
recycle water, build new pipelines and construct the desalination plants needed to meet the 
needs of growing smart cities which are targeting net zero by 2030. 
 

• How does the industry meet the conflicting challenges of providing more water 
whilst meeting carbon reduction targets? 

• Does the utility industry need to establish strategic alliances with the resource 
hungry private sector in order establish a collaborative approach to attaining net 
zero 
 

             Sponsored by: 

             
 

9. Decarbonizing Wastewater Treatment  
 
Moderator: Ryan Welsh, Deputy Director and Chief Engineer, City of Cincinatti, MSD  
Panel: Omar Hammoud, President, APG Neuros, Dr Cosima Sichel, Business Development 
Manager, Water and Wastewater,  



 

The wastewater treatment sector faces a race against time to an effective energy transition 
that will meet onerous net zero targets. Whilst innovation in energy optimization, policy 
changes and the move towards integrated operations are focused on transition towards 
circular economy models that encompass water reuse, resources recovery, renewable 
energy production and the digital transformation of operations, the industry still needs to 
make a quantum leap to achieve its goals. What are the technological advancements, the 
operational optimization, behavioural and policy changes required to achieve net zero 
operations 
 
Sponsored by:  
 

 
10. Clean Energy and Resource Recovery: Wastewater Treatment Plants as Biorefineries 

 
Panel: Richard Lancaster, Director of Strategy, Asset Management and Operations, Atkins 
Global 

              
Innovation in municipal and industrial wastewater treatment technology is enabling the 
recovery of a growing number of value-added products such as biofuel, heat, electricity, 
chemicals, plastics and feed which offer the potential to change the business model for 
utilities. In what way is the development of WWTP as examples of a successful circular 
economy reducing stress on energy systems, decrease air and water pollution, building 
resiliency, and driving local economic activity? 

 
11. Meeting the Water Challenges Created by New Energy Systems 

 
Panel: Jim Southworth, Chairman, EVY Infrastructure Partners 

 
The drive towards net-zero emissions is changing how we use water. However even with 
low-carbon technologies like hydrogen, renewable fuels, batteries, pumped storage 
hydropower, nuclear, and carbon capture, water resource management remains critical.  
 
Each technology has its own unique opportunities and challenges that must be addressed to 
ensure the right balance is struck between the push for low-carbon energy and the demand 
from the wider community for people, agriculture and industry.  
 
Are circular business models which optimize how we reuse, treat, source, and recycle water 
critical to achieving sustainable outcomes? 
 

 
12. Alternative Water Resources  

 
Panel: Andrew Walker, CMO, Evove (moderator) Miguel Angel Sanz, President, MS Water 
Consult , Ruslan Lavrinenko, President, Zander Agro LLC 
 
With the world facing a 40% deficit in global water demand by 2030, there is increasing 
concern about how demand can be met and therefore alternative water resources (AWRs), 



 

such as rainwater harvest (RWH), water reuse and desalination, as well as more holistic, 
integrated approaches to water management are becoming more critical in the race to meet 
to global water needs that cannot be satisfied from conventional sources 

 
Stream 3: Building the Watersheds of the Future 

 
 

13. The Economics of Biodiversity in River Basins – Financing Conservation and Rejuvenation 
 
Panel:  Joao Simao Pires, Executive Director, Portuguese Water Partnership, Sanmit Ahuja, 
Founder & CEO, Economic Impact Initiative 
 
Is nature external to economic models or can nature become an investment asset class that 
uses economics to protect and enhance biodiversity and support the prosperity and 
wellbeing of river basin communities now, and in the future? 
 

• Best practices to accord economic value to biodiversity components 

• Nature as a new investment asset class 

• Revenue enhancement models – looking beyond carbon offsets 

• Community ownership and economic enhancement models 
 

 
14. Why is it so important to optimize water use in agricultural production systems? 

 
Moderator: Manuel Navarro Agullo, Director Ciclo del Agua, ACCIONA  
Panel: Ramiro Angulo Sanchez, Secretary General for Water, Junta de Andalucia, Jorge 
Francisco Forné Moreno, Technical Director & Secretary General, COREHU (Asociación de 
comunidades de regantes de Huelva), Fernando Delgado Ramos, Professor of Water 
Engineering, Universtiy of Granada,  Javier Borso di C. Guerra, Ingeniero Agrónomo, 
Explotación Agraria 
 
In most regions of the world, over 70 percent of freshwater is used for agriculture. A lack of 
water due to endemic scarcity, drought, crumbling infrastructure or poor farming practices 
has a significant knock-on effect for reduced food production, rising process, civil unrest and 
in the in case of the most vulnerable populations widespread famine, disease, and disruption 
 

• Efficient use of water in Agriculture in Spain . 

• Desalination plants as a complement to the traditional water resources 

• What is the Role of digitalization and other advanced technologies in mitigating the 
effects of water scarcity on agriculture? 

• How important is it for stakeholders from the public and private sectors to come 
together to design and implement solutions? 

• Case Studies: Torrevieja (Alicante) LA Axarquia (Malaga)  
 

              Sponsored by: 
                 

                 



 

 
 

15. Healthy Watersheds Strategy: Private and Public Sector Strategies 
 

Moderator: Tom Freyberg, Founder & Director, Atlantean Media  
Panel: Will Sarni, CEO, Colorado River Basin Fund & The Water Foundry, Alex Mung, Global 
Director, Water Sustainability, AB Inbev, David Grant, Global Sustainability Director  
 
The private sector has an important role to play in building and maintaining watershed 
health when confronting the challenges of climate change and water scarcity, with input and 
reflection from public utilities. 

• How do companies with ambitious water strategies secure the water they need by 
building and developing healthy watersheds 

• Digital Watersheds 

• Holistic Water Planning – the importance of science and context-based targets 

• What is the role of technology in addressing extreme events resulting from climate 
change 

• Implementing early warning systems to improve flood risk management 
 

16. Healthy Watersheds: Technology Innovation 
 

Moderator: Will Sarni 
Panel: Carolina Garcia, Global Sustainability and Innovation Director, AB InBev (tbc)  
 
An examination of how artificial intelligence and digital technologies are tackling the 
environmental challenges presented by climate change, loss of bio-diversity, water scarcity, 
waste and pollution within watersheds.   
 
More data is available than ever before, but how that data is accessed, interpreted and 
acted on is crucial to meeting these challenges  

 
17. Sustainable Industrial Water Management 

 
Faced with ever greater water related business risks industrial operators in across many 
sectors such as oil and gas, pharmaceuticals, F&B, mining, pulp and paper, textiles, power 
generation and data centres are placing much greater emphasis on sustainable water 
management and technologies as an enabler of circular business models and as an 
important tool for reducing CO2 emissions. 
 
The search for transformational treatment technologies is creating a number of 
opportunities for solutions which deliver significant reductions in cost, whilst reducing 
energy use and boosting water reuse and recycling. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Special Events at WEX Global 
 
 

Spanish Regional Forum at WEX Global  

A Spanish language Forum at WEX Global taking place on the morning of the 29th March and 

culminating with a networking lunch as the closing event of WEX Global. The timing will be 10.30 – 

2.30 am. 

The content will be focused on issues critical to the development of the water cycle in Spain. The 

panels will present case studies involving utilities, municipalities, government agencies and other 

stakeholders in meeting the multiple challenges presented by water scarcity and climate change in 

the south of Spain. 

Following the opening keynote presentation, the key subjects to be covered will include: 

• The Perte initiative and impact of digital transformation  

• Water and Agriculture with emphasis on meeting the water deficit and climate change  

• The potential for resource recovery and water reuse projects in Andalucia 

• Climate Change & Energy Transition 

 

Close of forum will be at 2.30 to be followed by a networking buffet lunch 
 
 
The WEX Global Utilities Round Table Forum 

 
Fast moving hosted Round Table session in which 25 leading utilities will present their 
challenges for the future 
 

• Choose a Utility and join the table 

• Meet the Utility table host and exchange contacts with your fellow guests 

• Learn about the challenges and plans of the utility and exchange 

• 3 table rotations will leave you with new contacts, new ideas and new business 
opportunities 

 
Speakers/ Table Hosts: 
 

• Khalid Tahri, Director of Engineering, ONEE, Morocco 

• Wayne Griffith, Chief Strategy and Performance Officer, EVP, DC Water, USA 

• Adel H Hagekhalil, Chief Executive & General Manager at Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California, USA 

• Javier Macian, COO Drinking Water, Global Omnium, Spain 

• Miguel Lemos Rodrigues, President, Aguas De Gaia, Portugal 

• Mark Barnett, President and CEO, National Water Commission, Jamaica 

• Andreu Fargus, Technical Director, Consorci d’Aigües de Tarragona, Spain 

• Youri Amerlink, Researcher, Aquafin NV, Belgium  

• Ana Margarida Luis, Executive Board Member ADP Valor & ADP International, 
Portugsl 

• Alberto Carvalho Neto, CEO, BEWG (PT), Portugal 



 

• Jorge Malfeito-Sánchez, R&D Director Water, Acciona, Spain 

• Rik Thijssen, Director of Business Development and Innovation, Vitens, 
Netherlands 

• Andrew Donnelly, Advisor to the Board and Director of Asset Management, 
EPAL, Portugal 

• Agnethe Nedergaard Pedersen, Member of the Board, VandCentre Syd, 
Denmark 

• Dobrimir Smidchiev, CEO, Hydrolia Utilities, Bulgaria 

• Alexandra Serra, President , Aguas Do Tejo Atlantico, Spain 

• Ryan Welsh, Deputy Director and Chief Engineer, City of Cincinatti, MSD, USA 

• Pavel Policar, Chairman, VaKHB & Czech Water, Czech Republic 

• Ruben Fernandes, Executive Director, Águas e Energia do Porto, Portugal 

• Michele Romano, Insight and Analytics Manager, United Utilities, UK 
 
 
         Hosted by:   

 

     
 
 
The WEX Global Sustainable Marketing Forum: 

 

Following our successful inaugural marketing forum in 2022, we will be taking another look at the 

pressing needs and complex challenges facing marketeers in the water, energy and cleantech 

sectors. This special pre-event forum will take place 3pm – 5pm on 27th March and will consist of 

two sessions. 

 

Sustainability as a Strong Business Strategy: 

 

Moderator: Illana Adamson, Founder & CEO Be Better Sustainability  

Panel: Will Sarni, CEO, Colorado River Basin Fund & The Water Foundry, Andrew Walker, Chief 

Marketing Officer, Evove, 

 

It is now universally accepted that instituting a sustainability strategy is good business. The benefits 

go far beyond environmental and social “window dressing” and it is now accepted that sustainability 

delivers greater prosperity and delivers more resilient organizations. What is the relationship 

between sustainability and marketing and what are the risks and challenges for marketing 

professionals? 

 

• What is ESG and what does it mean for marketing strategies? 

• Why sustainability in marketing matters 

• How to implement sustainable marketing strategies  

• Ensuring your strategy is fully integrated across your business 

• The growing importance of water reporting on marketing and sustainability policies 

• What does a water positive company look like and is it a realistic aspiration? 

• Do risky aspirations lead to green washing? 



 

• Ensuring your Strategy is Fully Integrated across your business 

Building Market Share Through Thought Leadership 

Moderator: Beverley Ferrara, European Representative, The Water Council 

Panel: Tom Freyberg, Founder & Managing Director, Atlantean Media 

 

Great thought leadership marketing needs to be underpinned by a sustainable marketing strategy 

that is informed by the internal brand goals and visions of the organization. How do the best 

companies translate thought leadership into significant growth and how can they measure the 

success of their strategies? What are the pitfalls to be avoided?  

 

• Is thought leadership a marketing strategy? 

• What is the goal of thought leadership marketing 

• How do you build market share through thought leadership? 

• Owning Thought Leadership 

• Building brand identity through thought leadership 

• How do you measure the impact of thought leadership strategies in marketing 

Technology Partners: 

                            

                               


